August 26, 2009
Dear Editor,

Transparency is lacking when it comes to the release of news concerning the shooting death of Courtland Smith on I-85 early Sunday.  It might ease the mind of the public to know more about this situation.  Last spring, I participated in Crisis Intervention Training for police officers in Reidsville.  I watched Chief Wozniak of Gibsonville skillfully train officers to de-escalate situations like suicidal threats.  On July 31st, the Guilford Center convened a meeting to discuss this training program that has demonstrated success nationwide. This tragedy may emphasize the meeting’s importance.  

 Unfortunately, without further light on this incident, it underscores the fear that our constituency of family members and consumers who experience such challenges as suicidal ideation, have in calling law enforcement when a crisis occurs.  Crisis Intervention Training is a law enforcement training related to managing mental health crises. It is cost effective, enhances public relations, is humane and limits cost to the time of trainees.  Captain Rogers of Winston-Salem explained these benefits to the management level officers at the July 31st meeting.  I urge our local law enforcement agencies to give serious consideration to investing time in these programs so safety can be maintained for officers and citizens.
Sincerely,

Mike Weaver
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