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February 2, 2009





The Honorable Lanier Cansler


Secretary


North Carolina Department of Health & Human Services


2001 Mail Service Center


Raleigh, NC 27699-2001





Dear Secretary Cansler:





Congratulations on your appointment as Secretary.  The Coalition for Persons Disabled by Mental Illness (CPDMI) welcomes your return to the Department of Health & Human Services and looks forward to working with you over the coming years.  As you may recall, CPDMI was formed in 1981 and is composed of 11 statewide, non-profit advocacy, consumer, family and provider organizations that advocate for adequate, public services for citizens of North Carolina with mental illness.  CPDMI represents tens of thousands of people all across the state.  





We recognize that you come into your position at a difficult and critical time.  As you can imagine, CPDMI greets each incident that occurs at a state hospital and each newspaper headline with horror and concern.  Our public institutions must be safe for patients and staff, must provide excellent clinical care, and must operate in an atmosphere of transparency and openness.  We were pleased to hear your remarks at last month’s LOC meeting that specifically addressed these concerns and promised transparency and accountability.





CPDMI has worked this fall on the attached white paper, outlining our concerns and articulating five principles to successful patient care in state psychiatric hospitals.  We also offer you specific recommendations for action addressing these principles.  They are intended to bring our state psychiatric institutions back into the public trust.  





Thank you for your consideration.  





In Service,





Jack Register


CPDMI Chair











