DRAFT


May 1, 2008

Senator Elizabeth Dole

555 Dirksen Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Dear Senator Dole;

I am writing to offer our strong support for the Frank Melville Supportive Housing Investment Act of 2008 (HR 5772). As part of the nation’s largest organization representing people with serious mental illness and their families, NAMI North Carolina would like to urge you to support this important bill.

The HUD Section 811 is a critical affordable housing resource for non-elderly people

with severe disabilities. While the program has been effective in developing permanent

supportive housing, improvements are needed. HR 5772 will streamline and simplify the

existing process by which 811 sponsors compete for new projects. It will also reform

Section 811 and allow for investment of new capital resources from programs such as the

Low-Income Housing Tax Credit and HOME in supportive housing developments.

Finally HR 5772 would resolve the current threat to the program from the Section 811

“mainstream” voucher program.

As you know, North Carolina has been through a horrific time with mental health reform.  The lack of housing for people who are essentially poor and disabled is part of what is underlying our explosion of use of emergency departments and state hospitals.  The needs of people with mental illness are modest- but they need housing in order to be stable in their communities.  By funding programs like this, you are actually saving money by shifting services away from the emergency departments and sadly, often the jails.  That is spending money in all the wrong places.  

NAMI North Carolina looks forward to working with you to achieve passage of this important legislation. in the 110th Congress.

Sincerely,

Debra G. Dihoff, MA

Executive Director

NAMI North Carolina, Inc.
